
  

 

Meetings: Fibrecraft House, 12 Payne Street, Auchenflower QLD 

Mail: PO Box 924, Paddington, QLD 4064 

Phone (answering machine): (07)3371 0009 Email: office@qldspinners.org.au 

Clippings 

General Meeting Saturday 4 June 

10.00 am Morning tea and social time 

10.30 am Announcements and Showcase  

11.30 am to 1.00 pm Shop and Library are open 

1.00pm to 3.30pm  Craft time  

General Meeting Saturday 18 June 

10.00 am Morning tea and social time 
10.30 am Announcements and Showcase  

11.30 am to 1.00 pm Shop and Library are open 

1.00 pm to 3.30 pm Craft time 

Tuesday Midweek Spinners Tuesday 14 & 28 June  

10.00 am to 1.00 pm Craft and Discussion 

Noon to 12.30 pm Emporium open on request 

Wednesday Midweek Spinners Wednesday 8 & 22 June 

10.00 am to 1.00 pm Craft and Discussion 

Noon to 12.30 pm Emporium open on request 

Night Owls (General Craft) Wednesday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 June 

6.30 pm to 9.00 pm Craft and Discussion 

Off the Page Monday 27 June  

10.00 am to 3.00 pm Craft and Discussion 

Weavers Group Wednesday 1 June 

9.30 am to 1.00 pm Discussion 

Hand Knitters Wednesday 15 June 

10.00 am to 1.00 pm  Craft and Discussion 

Felters Group Thursday 9 June 

9.30 am to 2.00 pm Craft and Discussion 

Basket Cases Sunday 5 June 

9.30 am to 4.00 pm Craft and Discussion   

Experimental Dyers Friday 10 June 

9.30 am to 1.30 pm Craft and Discussion 

Book & Paper Group Monday 13 June 
9.30 am to mid-afternoon Craft and Discussion 

Rolling Possums (Felting) Tuesday 28 June 

6pm to 9.30pm  Craft and Discussion         
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Office Hours 

Thursdays only: 10.00 am to 3.00 pm 

Phone/answering machine:  

(07) 3371 0009 

Email: office@qldspinners.org.au 

 

Contributions for Clippings 

If you would like to submit an item to      

Clippings, please direct these to the Editor 

by phone or email. You may also drop off 

your submission in the Clippings tray in the 

office at Fibrecraft House or contact the Ed-

itor directly on the below email address.  

Please be very cognizant of the timeframes 
for submission, as we have deadlines for 
proof reading and printing. 

Email: clippings@qldspinners.org.au 

Clippings Dates and Deadlines 

July copy due: 16 June 2016 

 

QSWFA Membership Fees 

Joining Fees    $10 

Ordinary Membership  $60 

Country Membership *  $45 

Group Membership    $70 

Family Membership   $65 

Student Membership  $45 

Pensioner Membership  $45 

Pensioner Family Membership $55 

Late Renewal Fee (after Aug 31) $5 

*Conditions Apply 

When paying your membership by Direct 

Debit, please remember to complete and 

return the Membership Form.  

Kitchen Roster 

The June kitchen roster will rely on every-
one to wash & dry their own cups and 
spoons and put them away. 

 

If you are a city member and your surname 
falls between K and O please help with the 
set up and clean up of the kitchen. This   
includes emptying coffee grounds, put the 
rubbish in the outside bin and replace bin 
bag. If you notice that supplies of any item 
in the kitchen are running low, please leave 
a message for our office administrator.  

 

Members please leave the hall clean & tidy 
after your meetings. All food scraps are to 
be placed in the bins; please put the kitchen 
rubbish in the outside bin at the end of the 
meeting. Rubbish bins go out on bin day as 
marked in the calendar 

 Thank you. 

Clippings  
Folding 

Thank you to the wonderful folding team 
who have come to the folding days. 

Please come along and help - many hands 
make light work. There is no meeting fee 
and we supply the morning tea! 

Next date:  
Friday 24th June 2016  

Approximately 9.30am to 10.30am 

If you would like to be sent a link to a    
digital copy of “Clippings”, rather than a 
print - please email so I can put you on the 
mailing list.  

Welcome to all new members who 

have joined us in the past month 

Board Meeting: Tuesday 14 June 2016.   
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 From the Board 
Hello Everyone- 

Welcome to an update from the board meeting in May. 

The big topic of discussion at the board meeting was Open Day a few days before. Thank 
you to all the members that contributed time, effort and a wide variety of goods on the day. 
A big thank you to Jonna McFayden for the great job she did organising another great 
Open Day. 

The total fundraising efforts from last month’s Open Day are still not final, but we are hope-
ful of a significant amount. We noticed that the attendance was bigger this time than the 
year before. We will report the total amounts after next month’s board meeting. 

We are sad to say, that we’ve had two resignations from the board this month, due to ill 

health. Please join us in thanking Sandra Pearce and Valda Jennings for their contribu-
tion and dedication to QSWFA board. 

We are still gathering quotes for the potential landscaping of the front of Fibrecraft House. 
For those of you that aren’t aware, we need to address the front, as it is considered a po-
tential safety hazard. Once we have all the quotes in, the board will take a recommendation 
to the members. 

The topic of the annual camp centred on understanding the full financial cost to the organi-
sation. Once this is known, we will look at what improvements, if any, need to be made. 

It was also agreed that we would list the weekly Night Owl’s group on the social media plat-
form meetup.com to encourage new people to come and check out QSWFA. 

We have a new Equipment Hire Officer – Iris – please say hello if you see her. We will be 
posting contact details on the door of the Equipment Room so that she can be help with any 
equipment enquiries. 

The final topic for the board meeting was around replacing the current hot water heater, as 
it is on its last legs. Different options are being scoped out and we will report back next 
month. 

Please don’t forget about the Extraordinary General Meeting called for Saturday, 2nd July, 
from 10 am to 12 pm. We encourage everyone to attend so that we can have a meaningful 
discussion about the future of QSWFA. Please come a bit early so that we can get started 
promptly, as we have quite a bit to cover on the day. See Page 6 for more information. 

A full copy of the Board minutes will be in the Library, once it is ratified at the next meeting, 
for anyone who would like to review it. 

Until next month… Melli 

 

 

Sending positive healing thoughts to those in our community who are unwell in any 

way.   

http://meetup.com/
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 Exhibitions Upcoming 
ROYAL BRISBANE SHOW - EKKA  5-14 August 2016 

Once again we at QSW&FA have been invited by James Kemp in the Animal Boulevarde, to 

demonstrate our skills at the EKKA. 

If you have a day or two available, please put your name and craft on the roster on the no-

tice board at Fibrecraft House, before the 18th of June. This will enable me to organise the 

passes and then have them available for collection by the 16th of July meeting. At the Show-

grounds, we will be just inside the door (opposite last year’s spot). As space will be limited 

PLEASE only bring Ashford bobbins – spinning wheels are provided. Otherwise your felting 

needs, knitting, etc. 

Members are not allowed to purchase items until the last day. 

Also it is proposed we demonstrate spinning in the Fine Arts Pavilion for an hour each 

day. Again put your name at the bottom of the roster if you would like to do this. I suggest 

that if you are coming in for the day with the animals, then you could do Fine Arts if you 

wish. 

The following is information for new members who may not be familiar with our EKKA/Royal 

Flying Doctor Service project. For many years QSW&FA have been having 10 days of fun 

with the baby animals and raising money for the RFDS by selling handspun handmade wool, 

mohair and alpaca items. So far we have raised over $45,000. If you have made any items 

could you please have them ready for mid July. 

Karlene Lewis, Kylie Astley and myself would love to have you join us.  

Thank you for your help, phone me on 07 3802 0859 if you have any questions. 

Jennie Runciman 

 

 

A special hello to the following members who have purchased magnetic name tags: 

Linda Morton, Naomi Tyack, Susan Dowrie, Diana Briscoe, Jane Tully, Iris Clarke,  
Lindy Perrins and Vivienne Graham 

Your tags are in the meeting fees tin in the hall and waiting to be collected! 



5 

 Thank-you Open Day Volunteers! 
THANK YOU 

To everyone who put so much effort into making the day a success. 

If you baked, set out, counted in, put up gazebos, carried chairs and tables, weighed out or 

sold wool in the Emporium, sizzled or served food, completed an EFTPOS transaction, sup-

ported the fashion show, knitted or demonstrated spinning, dyeing or basket weaving on 

the day, organised the trader stalls, counted up the money coming in, ran a workshop, 

made a raffle prize or sold tickets, dazzled the public with your beautiful work on the mem-

bers’ stall, sold the work on the members’ stall, made or sold jams and preserves, put up 

tarps, came along as a sole trader, gave information to new members, emptied bins, printed 

out notices, organised online tickets and advertising and magnificently resold treasured sec-

ond–hand items.... and anything else I might not have mentioned.  

If your hands were put to use to support Queens-

land Spinners, Weavers and Fibre Artists.... 

THANK YOU 

We did a great job - Open Day 7th May 2016 

Jonna 

 

 

 

The QSWFA ‘Butterfly 
Net’ 
Thanking you in anticipation of your support and all the best, 
Yvonne Ritson and the Butterfly Team 

butterflynet@qldspinners.org.au 

 

In the Butterfly Net 

A few members have been captured in the net this month and say "Thankyou”.  We have 

sent messages back to their crafting groups and friends.  There are one or two members we 

are waiting to hear back from.    

Right: the Basket 

Cases at Open Day 

mailto:butterflynet@qldspinners.org.au
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 Events 
Extraordinary General Meeting 

Saturday, 2nd July, at 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (please arrive early, so that we can get started 

on time) 

The Queensland Spinners, Weavers and Fibre Artists group has been a proud arts and craft 

community since 1969. We are in the enviable position of having a wonderful dedicated 

premises and committed members that are passionate about the success of the group. 

To ensure the continued achievement of the group, a survey and information sheet has 

been sent to each of you. The purpose of the survey is to give each of you a voice in in the 

future direction of QSWFA. 

The Extraordinary General Meeting has been called so that we, as a group, can review your 

feedback and ideas about the current position, perception and membership of the group. 

This is an important discussion in regards to the future, purpose and place of QSWFA in the 

art and craft community and beyond. 

The outcome of the Extraordinary General Meeting is to develop a series of options to vote 

on at the Annual General Meeting in September so that as a group, we can make sure 

Queensland Spinners, Weavers and Fibre Artists group can continue proudly for another 40 

years. 

If you haven’t received it, please refer to http://qldspinners.org.au/egm. All the information, 

including a link to the survey and the agenda for the Extraordinary General Meeting, is post-

ed there. I urge each of you to take part in the survey and the Extraordinary General Meet-

ing, and have your say.  

If you have any questions, or need any additional information, any of the current board 

members can assist you or email me directly at melissakaplan@me.com or call me on 0404 

805 724. 

I look forward to the next chapter of QSWFA with all of you. 

Melli (QSWFA Board) 

 

Editor note: at time of printing the egm page was just a placeholder page with no infor-

mation; I can make no assurance it has the cited content now but invite you to check. 

  

Basketry Workshop (to do) 

The Basket Cases had a great response to the stall & workshop on Open Day. Up to three 

different contemporary basketry techniques will be offered in a day of workshops in June or 

July.  

If you would like more details, please email indigoethnic@gmail.com or contact Christine 

Robinson on 0412 632 749.  

http://qldspinners.org.au/egm
mailto:melissakaplan@me.com
mailto:indigoethnic@gmail.com
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Events cont. 
QSWFA ANNUAL FIBRE CRAFT RETREAT 29th – 31st July 2016  

Mapleton Centre – QCCC Obi-Obi Road, Mapleton, Ph 07 5456 3600 

 

It’s time to start planning for QSW&FA’s annual fibre craft retreat at Mapleton. This is a 

beautiful area especially in the winter when we can rug up and wear our hand crafted win-

ter woollies. We have the use of Kirkwood Hall with plenty of room to spread out. For the 

early risers, there are bush walks in the grounds. The shops at Montville are a short drive 

away and are well worth a look, why not stop there on your way up to have a coffee and a 

browse?  

Saturday Night Dinner Theme: Let’s stick together! Work with a friend (or friends) to 

create something amazing together – we can achieve SO MUCH MORE when we put our 

heads together! Also – did you get some nifty supplies at camp last year? Be sure to bring 

what you’ve made to show us, we love the inspiration!  

WHEN: The venue opens 3pm Friday 29th July, 2016 and closes 2pm Sunday, 31st July, 

2016 

WHERE: From Montville, turn left at the Mapleton Pub, it is 800m up the road on the left, 

signed QCCC, over a little bridge.  

$180 for the full weekend. All meals are included in the fee. IMPORTANT! QCCC can only 

accommodate the listed dietary requirement options. If your requirements are more com-

plex than our hosts can manage, self-catering at a reduced cost is an option. Please contact 

the office for more details on this option. 

All blocks are joined by covered walk-ways, except to the work hall. Bring bedding or sleep-

ing bags, pillows and towels. There will be a roster for housekeeping duties.  

$65 for day visitors. This fee includes morning and afternoon teas, lunch and participa-

tion in all activities and workshops.  

CANCELLATIONS: If you must cancel your weekend, QSWFA will refund the full amount 

paid up to July 21 – after that date, we will refund 50% of the amount paid.  

Do you need SP-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-CE to create at camp? 

Please let us know if you needs tables or extra space to do your thing – we can accommo-

date you if we know what you need ahead of time! 

 

QSWFA Membership Renewals 

It’s almost that time of year again. Renew your membership sooner than later to avoid hav-

ing to pay the late feel. The Membership Form is ready for you on the website. 
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 Basket Cases 
Basket Cases meeting Sunday May 1  

A very small attendance at the Basket Cases meeting on May 

1st, only five of us were able to come. 

Christine started two coiled raffia baskets using brightly dyed 

‘fiesta’ colours (right). She showed us photos of baskets she had made using scrap fabric; 

these had been in the BVAC pop up shop recently. 

Christine and Cara then spent some time stripping banana fi-

bre from a banana trunk in prepara-

tion for the mini workshop they are 

running on Open Day. 

Cara displayed a random weave 

bowl – perfect for holding macada-

mia nuts (left). She twined a mini 

basket with palm and banana han-

dle, a bowl with banana strips cordage in S and Z pattern (right). 

Jill wove a small random weave basket with Alexandra palm inflo-

rescence.  

Mary brought in coiled baskets (bottom) made from Thai newspapers 

and sales catalogues made during her artist residency there in January 

and February. The shapes of some were inspired by the ancient pot-

tery in local archaeological dig sites visited during her stay. She fin-

ished a folded paper basket using a unique 

technique she developed in Thailand 

(right). The paper was a Fox mail order 

catalogue of embroidery and craft knits. 

Floss came for a short time. She 

worked on a 4 over 4 basket, and 

brought her finished basket from 

last month (left). It has a recycled 

wire frame and was woven with grey rope with a blue fleck. It 

was for sale at our Open Day stall. 

The Basket Cases had a very pleasant day 

on Open Day. Our stall was packed with a 

variety of baskets and crafty items and  

there was much interest in our craft and  

items for sale. 

Jill 
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 Book & Paper Group  
OUR MAY MEETING 

We thanked everyone who had helped to make Open Day 

such a success.  

Various members mentioned upcoming events, and details of 

some of these have been pinned to the noticeboard in the 

hall. Tricia will also send this in an email to the people on 

our Book Group list (all members of QSWFA can request to be 

added – just ask Tricia!) We wish Pam Cox (and all our other 

members who are under the weather) a speedy recovery. 

SHOW AND TELL 

Tricia showed the books (right) from the recent “Pearl” book 

swap. There were some very interesting takes on the theme: 

Yvonne’s “Pearl Board Game”, Renate’s “Pearl Jewellery”, Annette’s “Pearls and Pearl Buttons”, Rob-

in’s “Mermaid’s Pearls”, Lyn’s “Pearl Barley”, Susan’s “How a Pearl is made”, Catherine’s “Pearl Met-

aphors and Symbolism”, Irene’s “Pearls and the Sea”, Wendy’s “Mother of Pearl Buttons” and Tri-

cia’s “Pearls of Wisdom”. 

Tricia also brought several altered books, and encour-

aged people to join our collaborative altered book pro-

ject next meeting. 

Alan had purchased a Royal Family pop-up book. 

Joan displayed her intricate book sculpture “More Ad-

ventures in Wonderland”. She cut the middle from a 

printed book and used these pages to create trees, chil-

dren and a rabbit which she inserted in the central 

space (right). 

Carmel brought an old placemat which she might make into a book cover. 

Wendy S showed several repurposed books. She inserted new blank pages into an out of date dia-

ry so it is now usable. The centre pages of her husband’s 1959 book prize were used to make a 

folded sculpture, and the hard cover now has new inside pages with poetry. Her “Same but Differ-

ent” book was made from images of flora, and used some construction techniques learned in Guy 

Begbie’s masterclass at the State Library (above right). 

Karin has made three notebooks and enjoyed her foray into 

leather covers. 

Nat is making a book with covers made out of sewing pattern 

packets which feature garments reminiscent of those made by 

her mother, for her as a child. 

ACTIVITY 

The theme for our activity was “Paper and Thread”. It was 

great day and everyone enjoyed the range of demonstrations and activities on offer. 

Wendy Drake showed us her lovely handmade books with gorgeous examples of stitching on the 
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Book & Paper Group cont. 
pages. She also showed cards with stitched embellishments and 

an embroidered paper collage inspired by the pattern on a mar-

bled tile sample. 

Lyn Rushby prepared handouts and lots of patterns so we 

could try sashiko stitching patterns on paper and card. 

Yvonne Ritson explained the ins-and-outs of machine stitching. 

She demonstrated stitching on different sorts of paper (including 

tea bags and foils) using various machine settings (changing 

tension, feed dogs up and down, twin needle, etc) 

Wendy Sonnenburg showed her lovely concertina book with a 

different embroidered pattern (stitched in red) on each page. 

She had prepared samples to show her design process and a 

board of inspirational images from the internet. 

OUR NEXT MEETING on 13 JUNE 

The Activity. Originally we planned to have four different paper-decorating demonstrations hap-

pening. We’ve now realised there isn’t enough time and space for this to happen all on one day, so 

now two of these (Jill and Di) will be postponed until September. 

In June Ngaire and Carmel will provide everything you need for their activities for a small fee. 

Please still bring your usual bookmaking supplies (especially glue and scissors). If you have one, 

please bring a white wax crayon. If you want to add your own embellishments bring some specialty 

papers and collage items. 

The Altered Book project. If you would like to join this collaborative project, please bring your 

book in June (or deliver it to Tricia beforehand). You can use a pre-existing book, or start with a 

blank book. Bring your book in a protective bag or box and include any instructions you’d like to tell 

the other participants (e.g. your theme, your colour scheme, how many pages you want them to 

alter, etc). Each month the books will be passed around to the next person to be altered in some 

way (with drawing, collage, etc). This is a low-key project, and so far there are only 5 possible par-

ticipants so we can be flexible with change-over dates, etc. So we’d love you to join in! 

 OTHER MEETINGS IN 2016 

11 JULY: Shared lunch & display of 2015 collaborative project (finished or unfinished). “Ginger” 

Postcard project due. 

8 AUGUST: Paper decorating techniques (Elizabeth, Rosemary, Catherine). 

12 SEPTEMBER: Paper decorating techniques (Jill and Di). 

At a meeting later this year we will have a day of “Hints and Reminders” so, as you work on pro-

jects during the next few months. Please start jotting down things you think others might not know, 

or things we might have forgotten and need reminding (e.g. best glue to use for certain projects, 

best ways to seal artwork, how to hold a bone folder correctly, which needles to use for which 

threads, etc.) Hopefully everyone can contribute at least one handy hint. 

Tricia Smout 
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 Experimental Dyers 
Experimental Dyers, May 2016 

Lynne, Gaye and Dyeanna breezed in fresh from Paris in spring as the chilly winter tem-

perature that Heather had predicted arrived - perfect for us create with the wool we 

planned to dye! 

In May, Myrna, Dyeanna and Marijke had us feeling like we were on the set of ‘Better 

Home and Gardens’ as we tackled various wool dyeing techniques. 

Dyeanna (following a few variations of the ‘food dye’ method suggested by Karlene Lewis 

at a recent Saturday meeting) did the ‘fast but nutritious meal prep’ dyeing style using a mi-

crowave. 

Myrna did the ‘lifestyle, health and fitness’ part of the show teaching us a wool dyeing tech-

nique using the tai chi move call “aeration of wool pond”. 

Marijke’s segment was the ‘winter comfort food’ slow cooking style with a “steamed wool 

dim sum”.  

‘To stir or not to stir the dye?’ that was really the question Shakespeare wanted an answer 

to, but 400 years later the Experimental Dyers came up with the definitive answer – both 

work brilliantly! 

As Lee and Kym strategically did the drip filter colour strategy, Tricia and Helen did a kara-

oke Prince tribute as they created purple and jacaranda wool in his honour. Sue, Denise 

and Jill were masters of the ‘cling wrap squish’. When Sheila and Dyeanna shared a group 

house at university, everything was cooked in the microwave for two minutes. New kitchen 

gadgets come and go, but a two minute microwave reference is forever! 

During the ‘commercial breaks’ we had a chance to review some of activities later in the 

year and Helen gave us a compre-

hensive plan for our lino block carv-

ing and printing in June.  

Meantime Denise and Dyeanna are 

off to Scotland for a linguistic confer-

ence followed by meeting up with 

Linda in Portugal before they return 

in the first week of June to ready to 

see the email about what to bring 

for the lino print activity. 

Yvonne Ritson 
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 Felters Interest Group 
Three felters ventured out (after a really cold morning) to join our group, Jonna, Geraldine 

and Rosa.  

Rosa showed us her finished 

“felt-batt” scarf from last 

month - very pretty. She 

started an open weave silk 

base with merino and silk 

shawl in greens nuno style 

(right). 

 

Jonna was making two long 

(wooltop plus materials) scarves laying out squares of very pretty sample style pieces to give 

a multi coloured finish. Lovey presents for her work colleagues (below). 

Geraldine continued using up her flyfelt batt stash. Two layers of batting cut into a tulip 

shape, with pieces of prefelt fabric and wooltop made earlier laid on top. A pattern was made 

to look like a “mandala”inspired by the colouring in books around the bookshops at present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will see the result next month. We had a good time chatting about open day and thanked 

Jonna for her wonderful work as coordinator. All the best to Sandy as she missed out being 

with us, due to being in hospital. 
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Hand Knitters 
Our June meeting will be on Wednesday the 15th. Susan will lead us through a look at vari-

ous ways of decreasing for the top of a beanie. Does it make a difference how many de-

crease panels you use, and if so, what sort of difference? You will probably want to bring the 

wherewithal for knitting in the round - either a set of 4 or 5 DPNs or a long circular (for Mag-

ic Loop). It is not practical to try decreasing the top of a hat on a short circular needle, as 

your circular knitting will quickly become too small for the length of your needle, though at a 

pinch you could add a second short circular needle of the same diameter. You don’t have to 

knit the body of the beanie beforehand (though of course you may if you wish); you can cast 

on and knit the crown of the hat, and then pick up stitches for the body and knit it down-

wards. 

I’m sure we’re all enjoying the cooler weather, even though as I write the days are balmy. 

It’s lovely weather for knitting - enjoy it! 

Joan Apthorp. 
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 Weavers’ Interest Group (to do) 
The meeting on the 4th of May was well attended and apologies were received from Kay 

and Jenny. Heather spoke about the BVAC exhibition at the Mt Coo-tha Gardens auditori-

um on the previous weekend and reminded everyone about Open Day on May 7th from 9am 

to 2pm.  

Books have again been culled from the library 

where multiple copies have been directed to 

the second hand stall for sale. Clare wrote a 

letter emphasising the value of textile books 

now out of print and the need for recognition 

of the bequests of books from members no 

longer present. 

Philip reviewed a number of Interweave 

Press books and commented that the differ-

ence is to see the textiles in colour instead of 

black and white. The books were “Spin to 

Weave” by Sarah Lamb, “Simple Woven Garments” by Sarah Goldenberg and Jane Patrick, 

and “Next Steps in Weaving” by Pattie Graver. This one he found very helpful in that it start-

ed very basic with twills, and progressed through a sequence to more complex weaves, then 

to samplers and finished projects to assist the weaver to come to a happy finished article.  

Another book was “Woven to Wear” by Marilyn Murphy, and “The Handweavers Pattern 

Book” by Anne Dixon. 

Marijke spoke about a book in the library “Malaysian Songket” by Nowani Mohd, Nawawi, 

and showed samples of the style of weavings using gold thread on silk fabric.  

Jill brought “Weaving Patterns” by Malin Selander, and “Swedish Swatches” by Malin Seland-

er.  

Heather spoke about the history 

of Kumihimo and demonstrated 

weaving a braid using 8 strands. 

Her book was “The Big Book of 

Sling and Rope Braids” by Ro-

derick Owen. Marijke demon-

strated a different method of 

braiding from “Kumihimo Disc 

and Plate” by Makito Tada 

(above). 
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Weavers Interest Group cont. 
Show and Tell 

Joan brought her first wall hanging done in the 

Theo Moorman technique (right).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip brought 3 scarves in many colours of wool 

and silk, woven on his Sampl-It loom, and 

showed photos of some of his 23 tea towels he is 

making for gifts. All different in cottolin (below).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather showed three miniature tapestries she is making for her daughter showing shared 

significant experiences. They were exquisite. 

In June Alleyne is going to talk and demonstrate on the big loom on the stage. 

  

Marion Standfast 
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 Showcase 
 

Due to Open Day - which I’m sure all will agree 

was a first-rate Showcase for our members - there 

is only one meeting to report on this time. 

Paula Cockle has been very productive. She dis-

played a really attractive simple triangular 

shawlette called Lacy Baktus (http://

www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/lacy-baktus); this is a free pattern from Ravelry, knitted 

sideways (right). It looks great in Paula’s chosen yarn, a 4-ply merino/silk blend in shades of 

purple, which she really enjoyed using. 

Paula also use 4-ply, sock yarn this time, to knit the dear little pair of green booties that are 

in the photo with the three hats (below). And two of those hats are by her - the two in the 

upper part of the photo - and knitted from her own handspun. Long live cooler weather! 

 

The white beanie with bobbles down it was knitted by  

Karlene Lewis, who used her natural white handspun and 

knitted, using 4.5mm needles, to a pattern from Designer 

Knitting (the version of Vogue Knitting we can buy in Aus-

tralia). This hat will go to the Alice Springs Beanie Festival 

with Helen Walters, and the money from its sale will go to 

our fundraiser for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

 

 

 

 

Jonna MacFadyen has been expanding 

her skills again, having recently taken a 

Beginning Spinning course taught by Ka-

ren Alpert. We saw two skeins of her 

handspun, white Merino and grey Corrie-

dale - a very satisfying achievement. She 

had also knitted a little doll for her grand-

children; for this she used commercially-

spun 4-ply (right). 

 

http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/lacy-baktus
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Showcase cont. 
Mel Kaplan had been visiting South 

America, where she had taken a work-

shop in rug-weaving; she displayed the 

very jolly floor-rug she wove from su-

per-thick wool (right). Sorry, Mel, this 

wasn’t written down on a form and the 

details escape me - anyway, she has 

some more of the thick yarn, and has 

been experimenting with knitting this 

on gigantic needles, which she was demonstrating at Open Day. 

Millie Radkovic is a Living National 

Treasure as far as I’m concerned - 

she is from a living tradition of spin-

dle-spinning, as done by her mother 

and grandmother and earlier fore-

mothers in her native country, Ser-

bia. She continues to spin in this 

way, with spindle and distaff, but 

had the misfortune to lose her inher-

ited hand-caved distaff on the train a 

few years ago. Luckily she’s a re-

sourceful person, so she has created 

a functional distaff by shortening one 

of the bamboo torches one uses to hold flares at barbecues. 

Her wool is attached to this with a kumihimo braid. She’s not very happy with the Ashford 

spindle she has been using, as it’s too heavy and the shaft doesn’t taper at the top as she 

would like. Millie was spinning at Open Day, with a spindle she had improvised by weighting 

a piece of dowelling with some wound-on commercial yarn, when she was introduced to a 

spindle-maker. This gentleman, David, is going to make her the type of spindle she really 

wants, and also a new distaff of her traditional design.  

David is also going to make some spindles for sale in our Emporium. He’s making a variety of 

sizes and weights; I bought a light-weight one which I am using very happily to spin cotton. 

Yes, a top-weighted drop spindle - who’d have thought? Till now I’ve done all my cotton 

spinning with a supported spindle. 

Happy crafting, and please keep bringing your creations of all sorts for the rest of us to ad-

mire on our Saturday Showcase! 

Joan Apthorp. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Clippings advertising rates 

Full page $75 

Half page $40 

Quarter page $25 

Small display ad $3 per column cm 

Small non-display ad $0.25 per word 

Whole year ad 11 ads for the price of 10 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates To Remember 2016 

21 June 2016   Redlands Spinners & Weavers Open Day 

25-26 June 2016  Eco-dyeing with Natalie Billing workshop Fibrecraft House 

15-17 July 2016  Toowoomba Spinners Weavers and Dyers camp.  

     James Byrne Centre, Highfields. PDF registration form here. 

29 – 31 July 2016 QSWFA Camp, QCCC Mapleton. 

24-25 Sept 2016  Eco-dyeing with Natalie Billing workshop Fibrecraft House 

30 Sep - 2 Oct 2016 Gympie Spinners and Weavers 2nd Annual Fibre Retreat 

     Higher Ground, Mary Valley 

http://www.tmba-spinners.com/images/mar16/2016%20TSWD%20Camp%20Form.pdf
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